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                            CAST OF CHARACTERS
                                   
                                  3F;2M

RUTH ELLEN EBERHART, 36, Female. A former resident of the town, who has 
returned to act as its interim mayor.

CHRISSY  STERINGER , 36, Female. Ruth's childhood friend. Manager and 
resident of the Arrowhead Trailer Park.

NICK McGARRITY , 35, Male. Her childhood friend, son of the former 
mayor, and a member of the town council. 

LAWRENCE MAYFIELD, 63, Male. Antiques dealer and long-time member of 
the town council. 

AGNES ENGEL, 61, Female. Lawrence's ex-wife, owner of the town floral 
shop and a long time town council member.

                                 SETTINGS

All scenes take place in the austere town council chambers of 
Constance, West Virginia, a forlorn town of cinder block and chipped 
paint, sitting like a broken robin's egg in a green nest of mountains. 
Its population is six hundred and seventeen. 

                              SCENE BREAKDOWN

ACT ONE, SCENE ONE AND TWO: Present time.
ACT ONE, SCENE THREE AND FOUR: Two weeks later. 
ACT TWO, SCENE ONE AND TWO: Two weeks after that.
ACT TWO, SCENE THREE AND FOUR: One week after that. 

                              PRODUCTION NOTES   

Although loosely drawn from actual events, the town of Constance, its 
history, and all characters are fictional. Any resemblance to actual 
persons or places is entirely unintentional. 
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ACT I

SCENE 4

Two weeks later. The lights come 
up on an empty stage. A heated 
public meeting can be heard 
coming from the library next 
door, led by LAWRENCE and NICK. 

RUTH opens the door from the 
library, beckoning to someone to 
follow her. CHRISSY quickly 
appears at the door, angry. 

RUTH
Get in here. 

CHRISSY
What’s a-matter? Don’t like bein’ yelled at?  

RUTH
Stop it, okay?

CHRISSY
Stop what?

RUTH
You can’t swear at me in a public meeting. 

CHRISSY
Why not? You’ve been swearing at me for the past two weeks.

RUTH
I’m the mayor. 

CHRISSY
That’s your job. That ain’t who you are. 

RUTH
Yes it is. And you should respect my position, especially in 
front of other people. 

CHRISSY
You can tell strangers to respect your title. Don’t say that 
to someone who knows you. 



RUTH
You haven’t known me in fifteen years!

CHRISSY
Fifteen years ago was yesterday around here. 

RUTH
Oh, for god’s sakes. 

CHRISSY
You think your mama didn’t keep me apprised of what was goin’ 
on in your life? She talked about you all the time. I knew 
about you openin’ your shop and graduatin’ from college and 
becomin’ successful. I knew about you buyin’ a townhouse. 

RUTH
I sold the townhouse. 

CHRISSY
So I’m a little out-of-date, but that’s cause you blocked me 
on Facebook. 

RUTH
I only did that after I asked you five times, at least, to 
keep my mom away from your park. 

CHRISSY
And I told your mama what you said, much as it killed me to 
be mean to her. She was so sweet. But I told her what you 
said and even told her it looked bad on the park to have her 
ghost-walking about at all hours. But she kept on a-comin’.  

RUTH
What about Moose and Penny? I expressly told you to kick them 
out. 

CHRISSY
How was I supposed to do that? Moose uses a walker cause he 
had a bullet in his leg from Vietnam and Penny has asthma so 
bad she has a breathing machine. You shoulda seen it when 
they arrested them. Look like a circus. 

RUTH
You shouldn’t have taken Moose and Penny’s money -- which was 
really my money. Which, in turn, means you were basically 
stealing from me.  
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CHRISSY
Boy, that’s some logic! 

RUTH
It seems clear to me. And it’s certainly not a new tactic for 
you. 

CHRISSY
What?

RUTH
You’ve stolen from me before. How is Bowen, anyway? Is he a 
good husband?

CHRISSY
You best be careful what you say. Just ‘cause I never hit you 
in high school don’t mean I won’t now. 

RUTH
Is he? I always thought Bowen would be. He had such a manly 
disposition.

CHRISSY
Yes, he’s a good husband. 

RUTH
And I’m sure he’s a good father too. 

CHRISSY
Of course he’s a good father. I’d kick him to the curb if he 
weren’t. 

RUTH
It must be so nice to have someone who understands you, who 
comes from the same place you do. 

CHRISSY
I suppose. 

RUTH
I dated a number of men in Pittsburgh. Vacuous, ornamented 
men. None of them understood when I tried to explain myself. 
How out of place I felt in the city. 
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Or the strange sense of loathing and comfort I felt in coming 
over Hogback mountain at night and seeing the orange street 
lights of town down below... But if I could’ve had someone 
from here -- someone like Bowen --  

CHRISSY
You can’t have my husband. 

RUTH
You think I would want him, all covered in your dirty 
fingerprints? No, he’s gone. You took him. Just like you took 
Moose and Penny’s money. 

CHRISSY
Moose and Penny had to pay rent somehow. And you wouldn’t 
believe it, but they cared an awful lot about your mama. We 
all did. 

RUTH
I hope that’s true, because you’re the reason she’s gone. 

CHRISSY
So it’s cut-and-dried like that, ain’t it? We’re to blame for 
being bad people and turnin’ your mama just like us.   

RUTH
It would seem that way. 

CHRISSY
Just like when your grandpa and grandma crashed their 
airplane up at Alpine Lake. You blamed the airplane, so you 
did. 

RUTH
Why wouldn’t we?

CHRISSY
No reason. It was just less than a year after your grandpa 
Tom drove you all into bankruptcy. 

RUTH
That’s a stretch, Chrissy. 
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CHRISSY
I’m just followin’ the dominos, but it seems like your 
family’s got an inheritance problem. And it ain’t money 
you’re inheriting. It’s the blues and bad luck. 

RUTH
We’re not the Kennedys. 

CHRISSY
In Constance you are. You’re our Kennedys. And this matter 
with your mama -- it’s not as simple as you think. 

RUTH
I need to go back out to the meeting. There are a hundred and 
thirty people out there and Agnes is missing and --

CHRISSY
Stop runnin’ away from me, damnit! For the past four years 
I’ve wanted to tell you this in person. I almost come up to 
you at the funeral, almost called you up a bunch of times 
too. But I never did, ‘cause tellin’ you woulda been selfish 
of me. Just tryin’ to make myself feel better. But now, I 
figure you better hear it. So please, just give me a second 
before you go back out and ruin the lives of twenty-nine 
people -- people that’s mothers and fathers and grandparents 
and aunts and uncles and sons and --

RUTH
Okay. Make it quick. 

CHRISSY
I took care of your mama an awful lot. During the winter, I 
always looked out for her on cold nights, and in the summer I 
would sit on my porch with her for hours talkin’. She loved 
tellin’ me all about the grand things she had when she was 
growin’ up. Dresses made out of lace and satin. And how she 
used to go with your grandpa down to the abandoned mine and 
stare at the sealed up entrance. You know your grandpa told 
her she could do anything she wanted in life, long as it 
didn’t involve mining. 

RUTH
You’ve seen her paintings. She was incredible, especially 
before she had me. 
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CHRISSY
Oh, but you were her world. And if havin’ children ain’t a 
calling, I don’t know what is. It oughta be right up there 
with the priesthood and servin’ in the military... She always 
wanted you to have kids. 

RUTH
I’m going back out to the meeting.  

CHRISSY
No, wait! I shouldn’t of said that... My point is, I spent 
about every night with your mama. 

(she takes a breath)
Including her last night.  

RUTH
My mom died alone. 

CHRISSY
Of an overdose. I know that’s what you think. And it was an 
overdose, just not the accidental kind. 

RUTH
Not the what kind? 

CHRISSY
This is gonna be hard medicine to take, but --

RUTH
No, no, no -- hold on a second. When I made it to the 
hospital that morning, the attending nurse told me what 
happened. She said my mom had called 9-1-1 on her house 
phone, fell asleep, and the ambulance arrived too late to 
revive her. And she was alone.

CHRISSY
She was alone because I had to leave before the cops showed 
up. And if you think someone can dial a phone after shooting 
four grams into their neck, well then I’ve got a bridge to 
sell you. 

RUTH
My mom did not commit suicide. 
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CHRISSY
Yes she did, god damnit! That’s what I’m tryin’ to tell ya! I 
sat right there in her bedroom, right in the rocking chair, 
and watched the whole thing. Watched the color swirl out of 
her like there was a drain in her belly button. Watched her 
pupils get small as dots at the end of a sentence. I tell ya, 
I can see it right now.  

RUTH
But why would you do that? Why wouldn’t you stop her? 

CHRISSY
Because I promised I would see her to the end of things. 

RUTH
Who makes a promise like that?

CHRISSY
Someone who’s watched a woman suffer for the better part of 
ten years, that’s who. 

RUTH
You’re lying! 

CHRISSY
Why would I lie about something so terrible? I loved that 
woman as much as my own mother. 

RUTH
It seems an opportune time to tell me. 

CHRISSY
You’re darn right it is. I had to tell you before you did 
somethin’ stupid. 

RUTH
I’m going back out. I just -- I have to take care of this 
meeting. Now is not the time to be talking about --

CHRISSY
Ruth, you can blame an accidental overdose on god, or on 
drugs, or on the bad luck in the world -- just as your family 
done with your grandpa and grandma’s death. But people commit 
suicide. Only people. And they do it because of broken 
hearts. And your mama certainly was pinin’ after me -- her 
sorta daughter. 
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No, she was pinin’ after the one person she had left in her 
family, who decided she’d rather live two hundred miles away 
in Pittsburgh and make her fortune and never return phone 
calls! 

RUTH
It must have been so wonderful for you growing up in a town 
with no expectations. You, who had anonymity, who had no 
roots, who came from nothing and could go back to 
nothing -- the daughter of a janitor and a homemaker. Did 
anyone hold out hope that you would be a savior? 

CHRISSY
You think cause I was poor my parents didn’t want the best 
for me?

RUTH
But you weren’t pushed like I was. When I was born, I was 
simultaneously crowned and cursed. Everyone said, “Oh, she’s 
an Eberhart, she’ll do great things.” And in the same breath 
they’d say, “Damn those Eberharts, they have everything.” And 
that was fine when we had money, before everyone knew how 
grandpa Tom had wasted our last dollar on bad investments and 
airplanes. But afterwards, when we had nothing, when we had 
to sell the house and my father left because he couldn’t 
gold-dig another cent from my mom -- Still we had the stigma 
of being rich. And it was just me and mom, but the weight of 
it crushed mom and she had started taking Oxycontin, so it 
was really just me. Abandoned. With no one to release me from 
the obligation of being successful. No one to say I didn’t 
have to bear the load of two hundred years of family history! 
That’s why I studied. That’s why I didn’t talk to anyone. And 
that’s why I went to Pittsburgh to find work, so that one day 
-- One day I could come back here as the successful child 
everyone expected! 

CHRISSY
What can you do? Children pick up where their parents end. 

RUTH
And my mom left off on a grey November morning at the county 
hospital. As a hopeless addict, an ugly portrait of the woman 
she used to be, before you and everyone like you pulled her 
down with your drugs and your money-grabbing. But I will 
right the ship! I will save our name from the depths that 
you’ve pulled it to. 
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An Eberhart is going to control this town again. You’ll see 
what I do! From Vine Street in the East to Mill Road in the 
West, and North through Allegheny Street and South through 
the Salt Block Road, I will clean up this town! Me! As the 
mayor of Constance! 

CHRISSY
Someone’s gonna get hurt. You can’t force people to move. 

RUTH
Yes I can. And not only will I force you to move, but I will 
prove that you, and those in your park, are not to be trusted 
with beauty. When I’m done, everyone will know your worth. 
It’ll be on the front page of every newspaper within a 
forty-mile radius. On every local TV station. And everyone 
will say, “That Eberhart woman cut the cancer out of that 
town!”

CHRISSY
I feel sorry for your mama lookin’ down from heaven right 
now. Troubled as she was, she never meant anyone harm. 

RUTH
You will no longer speak about my mom, do you understand? She 
was mine, not yours. 

(OUTSIDE the room, in the library, 
the meeting can be heard breaking 
up. Voices rising, saying 
“Goodnight” and vows to “Keep 
Fighting”)

CHRISSY
We’re gonna raise up against you, Ruth. So help me god, we 
are gonna picket right in from of this building. And then 
we’re gonna start petition after petition. The people of this 
town been gettin’ kicked around for a long, long time. 

RUTH
You can’t stop me. No one can! I’m the mayor. I’ve been 
waiting years to get this chance. Everything will come back. 
It almost has. I have our family house back, I’ve regained 
our position on the council. All that’s left is to become 
prosperous again. And I’m going to start by putting a 
restaurant right smack on top of where your trailer is! 
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And then, from there, I’ll renovate other spaces, beginning 
with State Street and working my way through town. You’ll 
see. I’m going to get everything back! 

CHRISSY
You can’t live up to a dead person, Ruth. You just can’t. 

(NICK and LAWRENCE appear at the 
door, just as CHRISSY starts to 
brush past them to exit. RUTH 
follows her to the door)

RUTH
Just wait, everyone will see. I’m the mayor! Not you, not 
anyone else. Me! Ruth Ellen Eberhart. I am the mayor of 
Constance! Me! I am! I AM!

(CHRISSY exits. NICK looks at RUTH) 

NICK
What’s going on? 

RUTH
I’m the mayor, Nick. Me! Only me! I am!

(Lights fade to BLACKOUT)
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